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Council Policy - Restricted Access Vehicle Operations 
within the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale 

Responsible Directorate Infrastructure Services 

Responsible Business Unit/s Engineering 

Responsible Officer Manager Engineering 

Affected Business Units Engineering 

Objective 
The objective of this Policy is to set the principles applied when assessing whether or not 
Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) Operations are permitted on designated roads under the care, 
control and management of the Shire.  

Scope 
This Policy applies to Restricted Access Vehicles (RAVs) operating on designated roads under the 
care, control and management of the Shire. 

Policy 
Introduction 
In view of the high level of development and rapid expansion of residential and commercial properties, 
Council determined that it was necessary to develop and establish a policy for RAVs  using designated 
roads under the care, control and management of the Shire. 
This policy details the assessment process for considering applications for RAV Operations on 
designated roads under the care, control and management of the Shire, and the local operating 
conditions to be imposed if supporting an application. 
Designated Roads 
A list of the designated roads approved as suitable for RAV Operations within the Serpentine-
Jarrahdale Shire district is available on the Main Roads WA website. 
Assessment Process 
Main Roads WA is responsible for approving RAV Operations on all roads through their Heavy Vehicle 
Services Division.  
Main Roads WA has standard operating conditions but can impose the condition that on a certain road 
or section of road, the RAV operator must comply with additional local operating conditions. This is 
achieved by the Shire recommending local operating conditions to Main Roads WA as part of their 
approval  process. 
The Director of Infrastructure Services is authorised to support an application to add or amend a RAV 
Route and provide advice and conditions back to Main Roads WA accordingly, subject to the following: 

• RAV Operations on networks 1 to 10 must comply with the Main Roads Route Assessment
Guidelines.

• Any application for the operation of a Tri-drive RAV network must include a cost recovery method
in accordance with the WALGA Policy for Assessing Applications to operate Restricted Access
Vehicles (RAV) on Local Government Roads and be determined by Council.

• Concessional load RAV Networks are not permitted on any Shire managed roads.
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Council Policy - Restricted Access Vehicle 
Operations within the Shire of Serpentine 
Jarrahdale  

Definitions 
Restricted Access Vehicle - a vehicle that exceeds a statutory mass or dimension limit as prescribed 
in the Road Traffic (Vehicles) Regulations 2014 
Restricted Access Vehicle Operations – the use of a Restricted Access Vehicle on designated Shire 
roads 

Relevant Policies/Council Documents 
Plans/Strategies 
• –Nil 
Policies/References 
• RAV Access Requests (E15/4017) 
• RAV Audit Process (E15/4016) 
• Main Roads Standard Restricted Access Vehicle Route Assessment Guidelines 
• Main Roads Guidelines for Approving RAV Access 
• Main Roads Tri Drive Route Assessment Guidelines 
• Main Roads RAV Route Assessment Form 
• WALGA Policy for Assessing Applications to operate Restricted Access Vehicles (RAV) on Local 

Government Roads 

Legislation/Local Law Requirements 
Acts/Regulations 
•  
• Road Traffic (Vehicles) Act 2012 
• Road Traffic (Vehicles) Regulations 2014  

 

Office Use Only  

Relevant Delegations  Nil 

Council Adoption  Date 08/12/2014 Resolution #  OCM102.12/14 

Reviewed/Modified  Date 29/09/2015 Resolution #  OCM187/09/15 

Reviewed/Modified  Date 22/05/2017 Resolution #  OCM059/05/17 

Reviewed/Modified  Date 18/12/2017 Resolution #  OCM179/12/17 

Reviewed/Modified  Date 19/09/2022 Resolution #  
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	Objective
	To identify the roads that are currently approved for Restricted Access Vehicles (RAVs) operation within the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale, to ensure they meet the needs of the community and are not susceptible to unstainable road wear or compromise ...
	To meet the needs of our community to establish which roads the Shire wishes to adopt for future RAV operation within the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale.
	To clearly establish which type of vehicles, vehicle combinations and vehicle types the Shire wishes to allow on its roads. e.g., tri axle dollies, increased mass/AMALS and tri drive vehicles etc.
	To manage intensive freight operations and seek contributors’ contributions.
	To develop a set of operating conditions for RAV operations on Shire roads.
	To enhance road safety within the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and minimise road wear but allowing local business to obtain the commercial benefits from RAV operations.
	To assist in the attraction of new industries to create local employment.
	To ensure community expectations are met.
	To ensure, where possible, reliable and consistent travel times are achieved on Shire roads.
	To ensure the identified road intersections (suitable for RAV operation) are constructed to the required standards at no cost to the Council when the Tonkin Highway extension is constructed south of Thomas Road.
	To ensure Jarrahdale Road does not become a defacto Southern Link Road, when the Tonkin Highway extension is constructed.
	To encourage RAVs and General Access Heavy Vehicles to use the Tonkin Highway extension when constructed to avoid the Byford town site.
	To protect our local rural and equestrian lifestyle.
	To enable local businesses to operate as competitively as possible.
	Scope
	Policy
	Introduction
	Council is aware that some Shire roads are currently being damaged and increased road wear has been identified as being caused by the current RAV operations.
	This policy will enable the Shire to confirm which roads are currently approved as suitable for RAVs and to determine (following the eventual construction of the Tonkin Highway extension), which roads should be nominated as Shire preferred RAV routes....
	Designated Roads

	This policy applies to all designated roads that RAVs are currently operating on (and shall include those roads which operators may in future request to run heavy vehicles on) in the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale.  Consideration shall also be given t...
	In order to be able to run on the appropriate Shire roads, all vehicles must comply with the Road Traffic Act 1974 and the Road Traffic Code 2000.
	Restricted Access Vehicles are authorised by the following means:
	Notice System (sometimes called an Order)
	A Notice is a type of administrative mechanism or instrument whereby the Commissioner of Main Roads Western Australia can grant Restricted Access Vehicles (RAVs) access, provided for by legislation.
	Permit System
	A method of approval that the Commissioner of Main Roads may authorise to enable a vehicle or vehicle combination to operate outside of the approved mass and dimension limits contained within the Road Traffic Vehicle Standards 2002 Regulations and the...
	All RAVs require a permit, unless they are authorised under a class of Notice issued by either the Commissioner of Main Roads or the Director General, Transport.
	Letter of Agreement System with Conditions
	The Shire is required to provide a formal letter of agreement to Main Roads before Main Roads will assess a road for RAV operation.
	Under certain conditions the Shire may authorise Main Roads to issue an approval and stipulate special operating conditions to address local community and industry concerns.
	Main Roads has standard operating conditions but can impose the condition that on a certain road or section of road the RAV operator must obtain a written agreement with additional local operating conditions.  The Letter of Agreement from the Director...
	The Director Infrastructure Services may grant agreement to Main Roads for all RAVs up to Network three (N3) without referring the matter to Council providing the road/roads comply with the Main Roads Route Assessment Guidelines at standard VSR axle m...
	If access is requested for an RAV and the road/roads do not comply with Main Roads Route Assessment Guidelines or RAV Category is greater than N3, any request must be brought before Council for consideration.
	Applications for the operation of a RAV with a tri-axle dolly, increased mass/AMALS and tri-drive vehicles etcetera will require to be brought to Council and a cost recovery method considered.
	Operating Conditions to Suit Local Needs for all RAVs
	In order to assess whether or not RAVs are permitted to run on Shire roads, the following guidelines will be applied:
	RAV access up to Network 3
	Must comply with Main Roads Route Assessment Guidelines.
	RAV access up to Network 4
	Review current network access and report to Council.  Consider if the current approvals are still in the best interest of the community.
	Any applications for the operation of a RAV with a tri-axle dolly, increased mass/AMALS and tri-drive vehicles etcetera will be determined by Council and a cost recovery method considered. Current approvals on Thomas Road are exempted from this requir...
	RAV access 5, 6, 7 or 8
	Will be determined by Council and any routes of operation must comply with the Main Roads Route Assessment Guidelines.
	Concessional Loading Applications
	The Shire does not permit any concessional loads (Accredited Mass Management Scheme) on Shire managed roads.
	Tri-drive (tridems etc.)
	Should not be approved on any Shire road unless special cost recovery methods are implemented and a cost benefit assessment is submitted to Council.  The Shire to carry out a desk top survey and consider if the current RAV approvals are still meeting ...
	Roads identified as possibly not conforming to Main Roads route assessment guidelines will be referred to Main Roads and a request made for an assessment to be carried out at no cost to Council to confirm that the identified roads meet the Main Roads ...
	Identification of Roads in the Shire which Could Require RAV Operation in the Future
	The current preliminary design of the Tonkin Highway extension incorporates on/off ramps at the following intersections:
	Thomas Road (currently a large round about is being considered)
	Orton Road
	Bishop Road
	Mundijong Road
	The Shire does not consider the use of RAVs on Bishop Road to be desirable, from a safety perspective, as this route passes the Serpentine Jarrahdale Grammar School.  Any RAV application for operation on Bishop Road will be required to identify its sp...
	Consideration will be given to RAV access related to the chicken farming industry and the new shopping centres in various locations within the Shire.   Council may require curfews, speed controls to any operation, and an electronic tagging system for ...
	Definitions
	Relevant Policies/Council Documents
	Legislation/Local Law Requirements



