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10.5.1 – WALGA AGM 2022 - Appointment of Delegates and Consideration of Motions 
(SJ1369-14) 

Responsible Officer: Manager Governance and Strategy 

Senior Officer: Chief Executive Officer 

Disclosure of Officer’s 
Interest: 

No Officer involved in the preparation of this report has an interest 
to declare in accordance with the provisions of the  
Local Government Act 1995. 

Authority / Discretion  

Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the Council such as 
adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, directing operations and 
setting and amending budgets. 

Report Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to enable Council to consider: 
1. the appointment of voting delegates and proxy voting delegates to the  

2022 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Western Australian Local Government 
Association; and  

2. motions for the AGM that if passed at the AGM would form part of WALGA’s advocacy 
position. 

Relevant Previous Decisions of Council 
Nil. 

Background 
WALGA’s AGM will be held at 9:00am on Monday, 3 October 2022 at Crown Perth. WALGA 
members are invited to nominate two voting delegates to attend. WALGA members are also 
invited to nominate two proxy delegates to perform the duties of a voting delegate in the event 
that the voting delegate is unable to attend. 
One of the matters considered at the AGM is motions, that if passed, would form part of WALGA’s 
advocacy platform. Local governments must provide proposed motions by 22 July 2022. 
On Monday, 27 June 2022, Councillors were invited to nominate possible motions to be discussed 
at the 4 July 2022 Policy Concept Forum, prior to being considered formally by Council. The 
correspondence from Officers noted that the advocacy position would need to be unique from the 
more than 180 current WALGA advocacy positions.  
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Community / Stakeholder Consultation 
Policy Concept Forum 

Meeting Date 4 July 2022 
Councillors in Attendance  Cr Rich, Cr Atwell, Cr Byas, Cr Duggin, Cr Strange 

Statutory Environment 
Nil. 

Comment 
Nomination of delegates and proxies 
WALGA is the peak industry body representing local government in the state. As a key advocacy 
group, participation in WALGA in turn assists the Shire in advocacy efforts. There is no cost 
associated with attending the WALGA AGM. 
Like nomination processes at the Shire associated with committees, for example, nominations 
can be received prior or at the meeting. If there are more nominees than positions available, it is 
recommended that a secret ballot is undertaken with the result of the secret ballot being ratified 
by a formal resolution of Council. The preparation of a secret ballot would necessitate the drawing 
of lots for positions on the ballot paper. 
Motions to be presented 
The potential for motions to be presented at the WALGA AGM was discussed at a Policy Concept 
Forum on 4 July 2022. Following the Policy Concept Forum, one proposed motion has been 
submitted for Council’s consideration, being: 

“Advocate for a full review of the rating methodology used by the Valuer-General to value all 
land in the State of Western Australia.” 

The following contextual information predominately taken from the Landgate website is provided 
for Council’s information.   

• The Valuer-General is an entity created under the Valuation of Land Act 1978.  The 
Valuer-General forms part of Landgate’s functions. 

• Landgate valuers conduct independent valuations of property based on the Gross Rental 
Values (GRVs) or and Unimproved Values (UVs) of a property.  

• These valuations are used by local governments, government agencies and emergency 
services as a basis to determine property rates, service charges and levies as well as land 
tax. 

• Any property owner who does not agree with their Gross Rental Value (GRV) or Unimproved 
Value (UV) may lodge an objection. There is no facility under section 32 of the Valuation of 
Land Act 1978 for a person, including a local government, who is not liable to pay any rate or 
tax assessed in respect of land to object to a valuation. 

Gross Rental Value 

• In respect to GRV, all properties within a local government area are assessed at the same 
date. The assessment date, which is known as the date of valuation is conducted every  
3 years for the metropolitan area and 3 to 6 years for regional areas, depending on the local 
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government. The GRV remains in force for the respective 3 to 6 year period, until the next 
GRV is calculated. 

• For land that is undeveloped, a GRV is still determined by Landgate. As rental evidence cannot 
be used for this assessment, a statutory valuation of three per cent of the UV is applied to 
properties designated as residential and five per cent for properties designated as non-
residential. 

• Several attributes and constraints are considered when determining the GRV of a property. 
These may include location; age, building area and construction materials; number of 
bedrooms and bathrooms; number of car shelters (carports / garages); below ground pools; 
views, busy roads, or proximity to an industrial precinct; Street exposure and property access; 
and proximity to main arterial roads and primary commercial precincts. 

Unimproved Value 

• In respect to UV, UV is the value of the land only. It does not include the value of homes, other 
structures or improvements. For land within the metropolitan area and within regional 
townsites the UV does include merged improvements such as drainage, levelling and filling. 
Landgate provides unimproved values to the RevenueWA who determine which properties 
are subject to land tax. UVs are also used by some local councils for rating purposes. 

• Land outside town sites (in general, rural land, unless otherwise gazetted by the Local 
Government) is valued on an Unimproved Value (UV) basis; effectively in its original natural 
state. Predominantly one of two unimproved definitions are used to determine the UV 
depending on the property and location: 
1. The first assumes the property is to be valued in its original ‘bush’ state without 

improvements. 
2. The second generally applies to larger cropping and grazing properties, which are valued 

on the basis of 50% of their cleared overall value inclusive of clearing, fencing, pastures 
and waters, but excluding buildings. In this case the 50% represents the current prescribed 
percentage set by the Valuation of Land Amendment Regulations 2009.. 

• There are certain exceptions where the UV is based on a statutory formula, such as a fixed 
rate per hectare or a multiple of the annual rent. These exceptions include mining tenements, 
leases of Crown Land under the Land Administration Act 1997 for the purpose of grazing, 
leases under agreement acts, and land held under the  
Conservation and Land Management Act 1984. 

Options and Implications 
Option1  
That Council: 
1. NOMINATES _______________ and _______________ as Voting Delegates and 

_______________ and _______________ as their respective Proxy Voting Delegates to the 
Western Australian Local Government Association Annual General Meeting to be held at 
9:00am on Monday, 3 October 2022. 

2. RESOLVES to the following motion being submitted to the Western Australian Local 
Government Association Annual General Meeting:  
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a. Advocate for a full review of the rating methodology used by the Valuer-General to value 
all land in the State of Western Australia. 

Option 2  
That Council does not nominate delegates to the WALGA AGM. 
Option 3  
That Council: 
1. NOMINATES _______________ and _______________ as Voting Delegates and 

_______________ and _______________ as their respective Proxy Voting Delegates to the 
Western Australian Local Government Association Annual General Meeting to be held at 
9:00am on Monday, 3 October 2022. 

 
Option 1 is recommended. 

Conclusion 
It is important that the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale is represented at the WALGA AGM. The 
nomination of delegates to the meeting is to be held from 9:00am Monday, 3 October 2022 at the 
Crown Perth will achieve this objective. If Council agrees the motion set out in this paper would 
be presented for the consideration of WALGA’s State Council. 

Attachments (available under separate cover) 
Nil. 

Alignment with our Strategic Community Plan 
Outcome 4.2 A strategically focused Council 
Strategy 4.2.1 Build and promote strategic relationships in the Shire’s interest.  

Financial Implications 
There are no financial implications associated with this report. There is no cost associated with 
attending the WALGA AGM. 
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Risk Implications 
Risk has been assessed on the Officer Options and Implications: 
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1 There are no material risks associated with this option 

2 The Shire would not be 
represented at the WALGA 
AGM. 
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3 The issues associated with 
valuation method would not 
be considered by the 
WALGA state council 
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Voting Requirements: Simple Majority 

Officer Recommendation 
That Council: 
1. NOMINATES _______________ and _______________ as Voting Delegates and 

_______________ and _______________ as their respective Proxy Voting Delegates to 
the Western Australian Local Government Association Annual General Meeting to be 
held at 9:00am on Monday, 3 October 2022. 

2. RESOLVES to the following motion being submitted to the Western Australian Local 
Government Association Annual General Meeting:  
a. Advocate for a full review of the rating methodology used by the Valuer-General to 

value all land in the State of Western Australia. 
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