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SERPENTINE JARRAHDALE

Attention: Cr. John Erren

Dear Mr Erren

Re: Letter of Request for Bridge Naming

I would like to make a recommendation to name the bridge where the Serpentine River 

goes under Rapids Road via Serpentine township. My Father, George Walley Senior 

worked for Mr Brian and Mrs Betty Coffey and other family members have also worked 

for Brian’s brother Jack Coffey in the 1950s and 1960s. That supportive working 

relationship has been something very respectfully referred to when we as extended family 

groups would drive and meet at the Serpentine River Bridge along Rapids Road for picnics 

and for kids to swim at a safe place. We would also identify the location as Coffey’s Bridge 

as a reflection that Brian Coffey had his farm on the eastern side and Jack Coffey had their 

farm on the western side of Rapids Road. To this day I hav~ always referred to that bridge 

as Coffey’s Bridge. 

I have in the past had moments of catching up with Brian and Betty Coffey where they 
have told me about the working relationship and respect they had for my father, a 

wonderful and respectful friendship. When Grandparents Joe and Dulcie Nannup worked 

for Brian Coffey they asked him if they could stay on his farm land and camp there while 

they completed a fencing contract. They had children who had to be placed in the 

Hopelands School for schooling. When some farmers expressed their dislike of Aboriginal 
children attending the school it was Brian Coffey who with a great sense of fairness and 

sense of justice responded to the racism in a way that taught everyone and certainly 

supported the Nannup family. As a result the children attended the school for the length 
of time they needed to.

Brian Coffey once told me that the origins of his name was O’Coughlin and they shortened 

it to Coffey when his ancestors moved to Australia as pioneers from Ireland and in this 

district they were dairy farmers. Brian’s father died when he and other brothers were in 

primary school. Brian had the opportunity to fight in the Second World War but was 

"manpowered" out of it as well as the RAAF in order to run the farm, something that
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happened to my father’s father in order to run a farm and assist the farming community. 
The many conversations with Brian and Betty ended when they got sick over the years 
and eventually passed away. I was able to attend Brian’s funeral. 

o 

I _am grateful that Brian gave me some insights of what my father was like as a person 
because my father died months before I was born. It was at the time of Dad working for 

’~Bria-ri a’r1d::Betty Coffey!and on a Sunday after playing football for Serpentine where into 
the night he was struck by a train in Serpentine. 

,;’; :~i \h~.Jlt’hUen meaning to write this letter for a few years now and I write having been 

reminded, and with gr~at respect do write these words. As a traditional owner of this 

;,~j j;,lli-:;~"" ;,~~r:rito:"’Y:;1 :v:’p~l~;:I:i~,~?~b have that bridge named Coffey Bridge out of respect for the 
wonderful people the cpffee family have been to my family.

Thank you for your consideration.

George Walley 

Tradif al Owner of Bindjareb Boodja
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