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Email: normthebandit23@gmail.com

The Chief Executive Officer 

Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale 
6 Paterson Street 

MUNDIJONG WA 6123

By email: info@sjshire.wa.gov.au

27 January 2022

Dear Sir

Re: LETTER IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR 

DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL - APIARY AT 

LOT 39 (846) ROWLEY ROAD, OAKFORD

In support of my application for development approval dated 20 January 2022, this 

letter and attached materials support that application.

Full details of the use/development (including stormwater management 
(stormwater tank/soak wells)

1. I have a lease of Lot 39 (No. 846) Rowley Road, Oakford, granted to me by 
the owner which runs for a period of approximately 10 years commencing 

approximately 1 April 2021 (hereinafter "Lot 39") . Provided herewith is a 

Landgate title search of Lot 39 being the whole of the land comprised in 

Certificate of Title Volume 187 Folio 42A. The title demonstrates that the land 

is unencumbered.

2. I am the sole occupant of Lot 39 and the owner makes no use of the 

property.

3. Upon taking the aforesaid lease, the property came with an existing shed of 

tin and metal frame construction and that existing shed is the only permanent 
structure on the property.

4. The business I propose to operate from Lot 39 is an apiary and I am the sole 

proprietor of a registered business name called "Bee-Ware Bees" which was 

registered in 2021.

5. I own and propose to place 10 beehives on Lot 39 at or about the rear of that 

property - that is adjacent to the southern boundary of that property. 
Provided herewith is a photo of a number of the said 1 0 beehives~ ~no~rwb E 0 
their nature, appearance and dimensions. The beehives in th~tb tari
which I use, are standard industry sized hives.
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6. I have yet to place the beehives on Lot 39 but I propose to do so immediately 

upon being granted development approval. 

7. The beehives will come with a stock of bees to each hive.

8. Pursuant to the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale Town Planning Scheme No.2 

and the zoning table, the proposed use I believe to be that of "Apiary" which 
is an AA use, which is a discretionary use, and I seek that the Shire 

exercises its discretion to grant me development approval.

9. Having regard to the Bee-Keeping Local Law, I have applied for, and expect 
to have registration as a beekeeper under Section 8 of the Beekeepers Act 

1963, in the immediate future, and when that registration is to hand, I will 

provide a copy to the Shire.

10. Referencing clause 4 of the Bee-Keeping Local Law, I say that Lot 39 is 

outside the town sites of Byford, Mundijong, Jarrahdale and Serpentine. 
However the hives on Lot 39 will be approximately 200 metres from Rowley 
Road.

11 
. 

I have made application to the Shire for development approval for the 

storage and sale of firewood and craft wood. The apiary use I propose to 

make of the land is entirely independent of, and not connected to, nor 

operating from the same area, from which I propose to operate the storage 
and sale of firewood and craft wood.

12. I propose to make use of the existing shed on the land, by the installation of 

a cool room thereto. The cool room is approximately 3 metres x 3 metres 

and is intended to keep cool the beehive frames that the bees nest on. 
Those frames will be placed into the cool room after the honey has been 

extracted, but the frames will have the residue bee wax. In due course, as 

and when a beehive frame is taken out with honey and wax, it is replaced 
with a cooled waxed frame for further use to be made of by the bees.

13. Aside from the cool room, the shed will be used by me to handle beehives, 
handle frames from within the beehives, and whereat I will actually extract 

the honey from the beehive frames - I have a machine which undertakes that 

task.

14. Further and in addition, having extracted honey from the beehive frames, 
containers of honey product will be stored in the same cool room.

15. The proposed apiary use is a 1 man operation which I, and I alone, will 

conduct.

16. Lot 39 is of 10 acres and access to Lot 39 is via Rowley Road only, and via 2 

gates (one of which was insitu when. I leased Lot 39) and I have 

subsequently installed a set of 14 metre wide gates halfway along the 

Rowley Road side of Lot 39.

17. I only expect and intend to enter onto the property and exit the property 

through those new 14 metre wide gates.

18. I will utilise my own private vehicles in relation to the apiary activities, being a 
Landcruiser and a trailer, which will be used to move necessary items in
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relation to the apiary to and from the property, including the taking of honey 
from the property for sale, although no selling of honey will occur from Lot 39.

19. The apiary business is, of its very nature, one which operates 24 hours a day 
7 days a week, although I would expect to actually be on Lot 39 conducting 

apiary activities for approximately 1 hour per day, and I would travel to and 

from Lot 39 for that purpose during normal business hours of between 

approximately 7 a.m and 6 p.m. 

20. I would expect to only have one vehicle movement to and from Lot 39 in 

relation to the apiary per day.

21. I refer to clause 4(4) of the Bee-Keeping Local Law, requiring that an 

occupier provide a good and sufficient water supply on the land, which is 

readily accessible by the bees.

22. Quite apart from the fact that I have already placed on Lot 39, 4 water tanks 

for firefighting purposes, I will place upon Lot 39 an IBe 1,000 litre open 
water tank which provides an accessible water source for the bees and I will 

maintain that always with a ready supply of water.

23. I have already deposited upon Lot 39 a blue sea container, a photo of which 

is annexed to this application, and I seek approval to have that sea container 

on the site so that I can store in that sea container, equipment and materials 

relating to the apiary activities including, but not limited to : 

(a) Beehive frames (without wax - spare frames).

(b) Beehive boxes into which the frames themselves are inserted.

(c) Beehive smoking equipment and beehive protective clothing 

equipment.

(d) Firefighting equipment, including hoses and pumps (I intend to place a 
fire hose reel on the outside of the sea container for ready access, 
which hose is connected to a bore on site that I have installed, which 

was already insitu when I leased the premises and which I have now 

repaired to working order).

24. Since taking up the said lease, I have met the costs of electrical services to 

Lot 39, including to service the shed and the water bore. 

25. Provided with this application is a google map of Lot 39 wherein I have 

marked the location of the sea container, where the shed/cool room is 

located, where 4 water tanks, each of 1,000 litres, are located, and where the 

10 hives will generally be located.

Yours faithfully,

~~ 
Norman Kenneth Heslington
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