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Access and Inclusion Advisory Group Meeting 

Wednesday, 27 May 2026 at 4:30pm 

Committee Room, 6 Paterson Street, Mundijong 
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Agenda 

Welcome, Housekeeping & Acknowledgement of Country 

The Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale acknowledges that the land of the district is the traditional country 
of the Noongar people. We recognise their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing relationship with 
the lands and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

Meeting opened at: __4.37pm__________ 

Meeting information and attendance 

Attendance 

Name Organisation/Representative Position Online/In 
Person 

Cr Nathan Bishop  Elected Member, Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale  Online 

Cr Joel Chan Elected Member, Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale  Online 

Jennifer Maynard  Community Representative Online 

Clair Parsons Organisational Representative – APM Communities Online 

Kay Phillips  Community Representative  In Person 

 

Shire Officers and Invited Speakers 

Name Organisation/Representative Position Online/In 
Person 

Brian Oliver Director Community Engagement In Person 

Rebecca Taylor Manager Community Development In Person 

Wendy Murphy Community Development Officer In Person 

Natalie Watkinson Senior Landscape Architect In Person 

Pascal Veyradier Jarrahdale Trail Coordinator Online 

 

Apologies 

Name Organisation/Representative Position 

Alyssa Miller-McWha Community Representative 

Jason Cleary Manager Community Projects, Property and Recreation 
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Discussion Item One 

Community Development Update (5 mins) Plan Actions: N/A 

Presented by Wendy Murphy, Community Development Officer  

• Nomination and appointment of Chair and Deputy Chair 

Jeni Maynard offered to nominate for the Deputy Chair role 

No member offered to nominate for the Chair 

Actions:  

The Shire will put out a call to replace two vacant positions 

1. Education representative 
2. Community representative 

Once this process is complete, we will put out another call for nominations. 

 

 

 

Discussion Item Two 

Community Development Update (10 mins) Plan Actions: All 

Presented by Wendy Murphy, Community Development Officer and Rebecca Taylor, Manager 
Community Development 

• DAIP Report, Chair Yoga Program, Volunteer Week, WAAION Meeting, MACWA Awards 
Nomination (Wendy) 

DAIP Report 

o Template provided with some training workshops. 

o Report currently being populated as the CDO becomes more familiar with what has been 
achieved over the past 12 months. 

Chair Yoga 

o The eight week program was been running at Bill Hicks Pavilion on Thursdays for five weeks 
with 15 regular participants. 

o Majority of participants are low mobility seniors 

o Jeni emphasized the social side of the program is important 

o The last week will include an added social activity to celebrate the term program 

o Negotiations underway with another term secured for Byford and second program possibly 
in Serpentine. 
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Volunteer Week 

o Community groups were invited to a capacity building workshop. 

o Fourteen representatives of not-for-project groups attended the morning session and nine 
attended the afternoon session including Cr Chan. 

o A considerable amount of social interaction and networking occurred after each session. 

WAAION Meeting 

o A quarterly WA Access and Inclusion Officer Network meeting was hosted at the Shire on 
28 April. 

o Opportunity to discuss challenges and issues faced by others in the Access and Inclusion 
space. 

MACWA Awards 

o Most Accessible Community WA awards were open for nominations. 

o The Shire submitted an application for Muddy Buddies and highlighted improvements made 
to make the event more inclusive including introducing a Low Sensory Session. 

 

• Update on Children and Families Plan (Rebecca) 

o Feedback has been received to inform the final draft. 

o Final draft Plan being presented to Council for approval in June. 

Actions: N/A 

 

 

Discussion Item Three 

Access and Inclusion in Shire Landscape Projects (15 mins) Plan Actions: 1,3 

Presented by Senior Landscape Architect – Natalie Watkinson 

• Access and Inclusion in Landscape Design 

Natalie presented on how Access and Inclusion is considered in open space and landscaping 
projects, seeking feedback from the Advisory Group on other elements to be considered or aspects 
they think are not addressed (Presentation attached). 

The Group provided feedback on a number of areas. Key points included: 

o New developments that design and implement landscape projects to meet standards, 
however noting that these don’t truly consider people with disabilities using the space. For 
example planning a rose bush next to a disability bay so a person exiting scrapes against 
it, or a path meets standards but not wide enough for some newer model mobility scooters. 

o Noting that accessibility measures assist many people, not only people with disabilities, for 
example families with prams and young children where safety considerations needs to be 
made if next to busy roads. 
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o Some issues on paths when considering design is mulch and honky nuts that make surfaces 
uneven, as well as on trees on Abernethy Rd that they may lift the path if roots grew under 
them.   

o Natalie explained she works with suppliers who are very open to making adjustments for 
changing needs when she is working on Shire projects. Noting the trees reference, it was 
noted these were planted following a comprehensive process and advice from suppliers 
regarding planting of the trees without stakes to be suitable for the space. 

o Feeback on some seating shown in the presentation noted some bench seat designs can 
be difficult to use and round seats are better, which was noted for future projects. 

o The group requested clarification on the consultation process for projects and it was noted 
that user group consultation is conducted and larger projects advertised online for public 
comments. 

o It was agreed that the Manager Community Development and Community Development 
Officer will work with the Senior Landscape Architect to consider upcoming and future 
projects and determine those that will be presented to the Advisory Group for discussion as 
a regular item. 

Actions: 

1. Attach presentation to minutes. 
2. Add Projects as a standing item in the AIAG agenda. 

 

Discussion Item Four 

Projects Update (45 mins) Plan Actions: 1,3 

Presented by Manager Community Projects, Property and Recreation – Jason Cleary  

Update on projects 

• Jarrahdale Trails Centre (JTC) 

Pascal presented an overview of the Jarrahdale Trails Project, in particular focusing on the 
redevelopment of the Mill Managers House and surrounds to become a Trail Centre. 

Key points included: 

o The intent is to turn the Mill Managers House building into a Trail Centre for people to gather 
together. The small rooms will be used for activities such as art, collections and activities by 
identifying community needs that could be accommodated in the spaces. 

o Engagement will occur to improve access and make it more “user friendly” within the 
constraints of the rules for heritage listed buildings. Ramps in particular will be carefully 
considered in many areas to allow access to more members of the community. 

o Key challenges include enabling people of all abilities from the outside of the building inside, 
given there are restrictions to how the building may be adapted (heritage listed), and the 
National Trust and lease agreement will impose strict restrictions (e.g. introduction of new 
surface material such as asphalt).  
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Suggestions and Feedback from the Group included: 

o A virtual reality experience set up in one area or outside of the building could be used for 
those people who can’t access all areas and therefore they can experience the site in full if 
some areas can’t be easily accessed. 

o Six years ago the community raised money to do some upgrades at the precinct it was noted 
that the gravel will be challenge as the trail constantly moves and changes each week (as 
noted by Park Run participants.  The building is also on a significant slope which presents 
an additional challenge for access. People love to come to the area to be a part of nature 
and it will increase the amount of people who visit.  

o Challenges may also include increases in traffic and there is currently no public transport 
out there. 

o Some four wheel drive wheelchairs could be purchased and hired out. 

o More distinctive trail signage needed. 

o Feedback was noted and will be considered in conjunction with the full engagement and 
consultation process for the project. 

Actions: 

• Regional Destination Playspace 

Carried over to next meeting 

• Changing Places Facility 

Carried over to next meeting 

 

 

General Business 

Items from members (10 mins) 

 
None 
 

Actions: N/A 

 

 

Meeting Close 

 

Date: 27 May 2026 

Time: 5.50pm 

 


