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Council Policy 5.1.5 – Reserve 
Improvement / Development by the 
Community 

Objectives: People 
 
Outcome:  1.1 - A healthy, active, connected and inclusive community. 
 
Strategy: 1.1.1 - Provide well planned and maintained public open space and community 

infrastructure. 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the commitment and effort of community groups in 
carrying out improvement or development works on Council reserves is undertaken within approved 
guidelines and has lasting value. 
 

Definitions 
Not applicable 
 

Policy 
 

Policy clause Explanation and implementation issues 

1. Any work carried out by the 
community on Council reserves must 
be in accordance with the endorsed 
Management Plan for that reserve. 

Self-explanatory. 
 
 

2. If a Management Plan is not in 
existence, any community 
improvement or development works 
must be assessed through the 
“Reserves Improvement” or 
“Development Approval Process” 
prior to their commencement. 

The Shire is working towards having a Management 
Plan in place for all significant reserves.  If a 
Management Plan does not exist for the reserve then 
this process is designed so that the Shire has 
knowledge and approves all community on-ground 
works on reserves to ensure: 
1. works are in accordance with purpose / values of 

the reserve; 
2. Shire and Operations staff are aware of works 

taking place to prevent accidental damage to 
plantings or structures during maintenance 
activities; and 

3. activities on the reserve will not cause a public 
liability concern. 
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3. Only local native species are to be 
planted on reserves. 

 

Shire and/or Landcare Officers can assist in providing 
advice for suitable species to be planted on reserves. 
Only local native species are recommended as they 
are low maintenance, have a greater chance of 
survival and do not pose a risk of becoming a problem 
weed in the future. 

4. Unless part of an agreed partnership 
project with the Shire, community 
groups/members are responsible for 
the ongoing maintenance of any 
plantings on Council reserves for two 
years.   

 
 
 
 
Structures are to be maintained by the 
community group members. 

Mass plantings of seedlings require ongoing 
maintenance (predominately weed control) to ensure 
plants survive. In the past some planting projects have 
taken place with little thought to the issue of further 
maintenance. Reserve management budgets have 
been stretched to accommodate these planting sites. 
Prior to these projects taking place it should be agreed 
upon between the Shire and the community group who 
will be responsible for the initial ongoing management, 
thus the Shire can budget for any contributions. 
 
By the same token, structures such as horse jumps 
must be maintained to ensure they are safe.  This 
maintenance should also be agreed upon with the 
community group prior to any work taking place. 
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Policies 
Nil 
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Note: changes to references may be made without the need to take the Policy to Council for review. 
 


